Parliamentary Government in England
late grievance, and to see that its redress is pressed upon
the central source of power* This, at least, the House of
Commons secures; and, upon big occasions, it secures it
in a background of dramatic emphasis which concen-
trates wide attention upon the issue involved. The
Savidge case was what the journalists call "front page
news" until the Government had given assurance of
remedy for the complaint Can anyone imagine a Berlin
stenographer receiving similar treatment if she had com-
plaftied to a Reichstag Deputy about the unwelcome
attentions of the German gestapo?
Hardly less vital than the power to ventilate grievance,
Is the power to extract information. Parliamentary
government lives and dies by the publicity it can secure
not only on governmental operations, but on all the
knowledge it can obtain on the working of social pro-
cesses, I take, as a purely random instance, July 21, 1937*
Mr. Eden answers questions about foreign policy in
Spain and China, on the importation of slaves in Saudi
Arabia, on the impact of the Palestine Report on Anglo-
American relations, on Hungarian propaganda against
Czechoslovakia in this country, on the relevance of the
League Covenant to Sino-Japanese relations, on a speech
made in Berlin by the British Ambassador, and on the
reform of the League of Nations. Mr. Duff-Cooper
explains how it is proposed to protect British shipping
from attack by General Franco, the conditions of employ-
ment in naval dockyards, the allowances to seamen at
Singapore, the regulations about -vaccination at Sheer-
ness, an alleged incident during submarine exercises near
Portland Bill, Mr, Ormsby-Gore answers questions about
an advisory committee on colonial labour, on industrial
disturbances in Trinidad, on slavery in the Aden protec-
torate, on the partition of Nigeria, on the system of